The development of the diaphragm in infants with sudden infant death syndrome.
The morphological development of the skeletal muscle of the diaphragm was studied in normal controls and cases of sudden infant death syndrome (SIDS). Measurements of fiber diameter indicated that the SIDS population had significantly larger diameters for type 1 and type 2 fibers than the control population. The ratio of type 1 to type 2 fibers was found to remain significantly depressed with increasing age in the SIDS population compared with the control population, where it increased linearly to values between 0.8 and 1.2 after 10 months of age. These results suggest an abnormality in the development of the diaphragm of SIDS victims, although its exact nature remains to be determined.